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Rev. HENRY GOLDSMITH. 


| Duan Sin, „„ 
Am ſenſible that the Friendſhip between us can acquire. no 
I new force from the ceremonies of a Dedication ; and per- 
haps it demands an excuſe thus to prefix your name to my 
attempts which you | decline giving with your own. But 

as a part of this Poem was formerly written to you from 
Switzerland, the whole can now, with propriety, be only in- 

ſcribed to you. It will alſo throw a light upon many parts of it 

when the reader underſtands, that it is addreſſed to a man, | 
who, deſpiſing Fame and Fortune, has retired early to Happineſs 925 
and Obſeurity, v wich an income of forty pounds a Dear. TL 


11 now perceive, my * brother, the with, of 4 your | lum- | 
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1 eſt is great, and the labourers are but few; while your . 
have left the field of Ambition, where the labourers ' 
many, and the harveſt not worth carrying away. But of all 
0 . what 4 aq! the refinement of the times, 
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8 that which purſues poetical fame is the wildeſt. 
| Poetry es a Principal amufement among unf 1 
| nations; but in a verging to the extremes of refine- 
ment, Painting and Muſic come in for a ſhare. As theſe ONer 
the feeble mind a F | efs laborious entertainment, they at fir 
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and iambics, alliterative care a bappy negligence! Every 


now a a champi ion to defend i it, and as be i is 
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error is ever talkative.” 


_ But — is, 4 (enemy t . a fell, more ee 1 
mean Party. ' Party entirely. diftorts the judgment, and deſtroys 
the taſte, When the mind i is once infected with this diſeaſe, 
it can only find pleaſure in what contributes to increaſe the diſ- 
temper. Like the tyger, that ſeldom deſiſts from purſuing g 


man after having once preyed upon human fleſh, the reader, 
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| who has once gratified his appetite with calumny, makes, „ 


ever aſter, the moſt agreeable feaſt u pon murdered reputation. 
Such readers generally admire ſome half-witted thing, who 9 


wants to be thought a bold inan, having loſt the character of a 


wiſe one. Him they dignify with the name of poet; his 
tawdry lampoons are called ſatires, his turbulence i 1s laid to be 
force, and his phrenz ”y fire, — 


What reception a Poem me 
party, nor blank verſe to ſupport it, I cannot ell nor am I 
ſollicitous to know. My aims are right. Without eſpou flog | 
the cauſe of any party, 1 have attempted to moderate the rage 
of all. [ have GT to ſhew, that there may be equal 
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ound his dwdling guardian 
Blelſt be that Tpot, where chearful 
To pauſe from toil, and trim their ev 'ning fire; 


Laugh at the jeſts or pranks oo 
Or ſigh with pity at ſome mournful tale, 
Or preſs the baſhful ſtran ger | to his food, 
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Where er I roam, whatever realms wk fee, 
My heart untravell'd fondly turns to thee; 
Still to my brother turns, with ceaſeleſs pain, 


Eterna bleſſin gs | crown my earl ieſt friend, 
And 
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neber fall, 
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And drags at each remove a lengthening chain. 


Bleſt that abode, where want and pain repair, 
And every ſtranger finds a ready chair; 
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Where all the ruddy family aroun 
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Its uplands floping deck the mountain's fade, 
Woods over woods in gay theatric pride; Sul ic) 
While oft ſome temple's mould'ring tops between 
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